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The RIGHTS of the POOR. 4 
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HERE ought to be Free Schools inſtituted in all the pariſhes, or reaſonable, conve- 
nient diſtricts throughout the whole Britiſh Empire, where the poor children, of 
both ſexes, whoſe parents are incapable, may be taught to read and write the Scrip- 

tures, ſolely at the national expence: as well with reſpect to food and cloathing, books and 
paper, &c. as the ſalaries of the teachers. Indeed, this may perhaps be the proper buſineſs 
of the Clergy ;—the Biſhops, and other dignitaries to defray the charge of maintenance, 
and the lower orders to contribute the labour of teaching and inſtruction. 

. . 

Every poor child, of either ſex, whoſe parents cannot or will not learn them forme uſe— 
ful occupation or employment, whereby they may be enabled, to procure a reaſonable ſub- 
ſiſtance; ſhould be taken away from ſuch parents at a proper age, by an act of government, 
and taught ſome honeſt way of living, at 5 public expence; or plac'd with proper Maſters. 

II. 

All poor children whoſe parents or maſters either cannot or will not bring them up in an 
induſtrious, honeſt. quiet, well-beha'd manner, ſhou'd be taken from ſuch parents or 
maſters by the magiſtrates of the pariſh; and either puniſhed, or better inſtructed and brought 
up, as ſhall appear neceflary, in places provided by the government :—ſuch parents or 
maſters as through negligence, idleneſs, or wickedneſs are found to be promoters of the 
ſame diſpoſitions in their chi'dren or apprentices, to be either immediately puniſhed, or after- 
wards remembered in the diſtribution of PR or allowances. 

49 K IV. | 

As there are ſubſcriptions and affociations for the proſecution of thieves and robbers, 
when, upon conviction of facts, the law makes no allowance for neceſſity or diſtreſs, which 
might either immediately or remotely have ſtimulated to the commiſſion of ſuch crimes ;— 
there ought to be alſo ſubſcriptions and funds rais'd for the purpoles of encouraging, re- 
warding and ſupporting ſobriety, honeſty, induſtry, quietneſs, a well-managed family, and 
whatever is modeſt, decent, virtuous, or praiſe worthy :—that perſons 10 behaving may 
never want well-paid work, that they may be viſited occaſionally by perſons appointed, 
—that they may be cheer'd and animated in ſuch a (trying) courſe by ſuch gifts (of food, 
cloathing, or furniture) as may be thought neceflary, reaſonable, deſerved, or chriſtian 
like; and that at a time of need, a wiſe diſtinction may prove a daily ſermon to all the poor 
in the pariſh.---Amputation may ſometimes be uſeful as a /eſſer evil, but ſurely to prevent 


the neceſſity, and keep poſſeſſion of a found _— better, 

The Poor ought to be freely heard and righted, in all reaſonable petitions, complaints, 
or cauſes by the King, or his Judges, &c. in a ſummary way, in a court of conſcience and 
equity (eſtabliſhed in every market town) without being obliged to go through the tedious, 
expenſive, ruinous forms which the preſent unfathomable, unknowable, uncertain laws 
require: —it is better, if neceflary, that more Judges or Officers thou'd be appointed, rather 
than that multitudes ſhou'd ſuffer wrong for want of money to pay for juſtice !—of the 
truth of which aſſertion | mylelf have ſeveral times been an oppreſſed, deeply-teeling 
witneſs !——*< He that ruleth over men muſt be juſt ; ruling in the fear of God: and it 
is as truly the duty of the King, by himſelf or his Juſtices or Judges, freely to hear, and 
freely and ſpeedily to redreſs the wrongs of his poor ſubjects; as it is Heis duty to render him 
the obedience due to a ctowued head. No doubt but there are litigious, quarrelſome ſpirits 
in the world that wou'd ſometime trouble a Judge without cauſe ; (though perhaps if all 
the numberleſs quirks and ſhuttles and ſubterfuges and delays which are found out and 
occaſion'd by adhering to the letter of the law, were aboliſhed, ſo many of 7hoſe diſpaſi- 
trons wou'd not ſhew themſelves as does at preſent) but be the caſe as it might, it is better 
that 220 frivolous cauſes ſhou'd be heard, than that one inſtance of wrong and oppreſſion 


ſhou'd edreſs'd. 
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As the diſproportion between the preſent prices of proviſions and the * * — joy 

is ſo exceedingly great,that multitudes of them are not able, even 2 _ . 3 6 
and the enjoyment of work, to earn the neceflaries of life; and much leſs a : — — 
thing to anſwer the calls of ſickneſs, want of work, or old age: and as m_ : ” - 5 
art of the nation cannot afford to pay even what they already do towards — _—_ br 
infancy, fickneſs, and old-age ; much leſs to give bread to men and women, an _- + r. | 
irls who are able and willing to work ; but either cannot get work, or cannot /ve by it; 


therefore the Poor, and alſo the lower claſs of manufacturers and ſhopkeepers, and mul- 
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to theſe two things, firſt, the 7mmediate opening of K. 
Gortation of all 7 we of proviſions ; and ſecondly, a peedy, ſmall — 2 ſale of 2 oy 
the waſte lands in the kingdom, that they may be occupied and cultivated fo far as pollible, 
and trade by that means in ſome meaſure eaſed, which is highly neceffary. 


VII. 
Realm, have a right to addreſs the 
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work hard for ſix or ſeven ſhillings a week, and many widows a „ 
two ſhillings per week: and the conſequence is, that as 6 a” . _ 838 
and luxury in general, increate among our rich men and rulers; ſo hung 
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miſery, and deliver them out of the hands of a proud, covetous, „ 
an oppreſſive, profane, extravagant Civ government, for His promiſe lake , 


* \ 


I believe if the charge of 
zdleneſs alſo be added to the cha- 
racter of our clergy, the conduct 
of a very great majority of them 
will fully juſtify it: indeed it 
is ſhocking to ſee, not only the 
non-1 efidence of many Prelates, 
Rectors, Vicars, and Curates ; 
but alſo the negleQ, indiffer- 
ence, and diſregard which moſt 
of the reſidents (ſhew to the edu- 
cation and inſtruction of both 
the young and old of their pa- 
riſhes. 


I know of a living which 
is worth about four hundred 
pounds per annum, and yet the 
people who pay it have but one 
ſermon a week; and though 
the prefent incumbent keeps a 
{chool for the children of them 
who can pay him well, yet his 
poor pariſhioners may for him 
live and die as incapable of 
reading as they were when born! 
—and is not ſuch a life exactly 
contrary to the whole tenor of 
the commands of God in the 
ſcriptures ?—how earneſtly did 
Moſes exhort the Iiraelites to 
teach the laws of God to their 
children, and to write them 


upon their garments, walls, 


doors, aud gates! that having 
them always before their eyes, 
it might be a meant of continual 
obedience, and conſequently of 
their preſerving the favour of 
God ; without which nothing 
could make them truly happy, 
and with which nothing could 
make them laſtingly unhappy. 
— Search the Scriptures,” is 
alſo a zew-teſtament command, 
(which command cannot be 
obeyed, at leaſt not ſo profitably 
or properly, by them who cannot 
read;) and Paul reckons it a 
bleſſing to Timothy that even 


from a child he was able to read 
There are in- 


the Scriptures, 
deed, ſpecies of learxing (and 
ſome of them 1n great eitimati- 
on in the world too) which had 
better have never been learnt, 
but 1 think no one will ſay this 
of ſobriety, honeſty, induſtry, 
hoſpitality, mercy, charity, cha- 
ſtity, wiſdom, humility, tem- 
perance, truth, courage, friend- 
ſhip, gratitude, content, and 
ſuch like, which is the teaching 
that ſhines throughout the Bi- 
ble, and 1s fo clearly, power- 
fully, awfully, engagingly, 
affectionately, repeatedly, and 
extenſively to be found in no 
other book. 


Eightly, and laſtly, 


I may add to this brief ſketch 
of the rights of the ſober, ho- 
neſt, induſtrious poor, that they 
have an equal right with the 
rich to the two privileges of 
divorcement, and an exemption 
from preſs-warrants ;j—the1r ex- 
eluſion from which being no 
ſmall part of that unmerciful, 
unreaſonable bondage which 
the careleſſneſs, covetouſneſs, 
and cruelty of the Britiſh go- 
vernment, beth church and ſtate, 
lays upon them, 


May God Almighty, even 
the author of the bible, and the 
Father of Jeſus Chriſt, ſpeedily 
and egecteally plead their caule! 

Jo prays 

A ſeeker of Chriſtianity, 


THOMAS BENTLEY, 


July, 179m. 


Fr. 


